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ELDER JOHN LELAND. 


The following letter from an aged Baptist minister 
to a lady in Virginia, is published in the Richmond 
Christian Herald. It is written in the familiar style 
of Newton, and much instruction may be derivéd 
from his experience. 
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At home, Feb. 8, 1828. 

My good Sister,—It has been 14 years since I 
saw you, but the distance of space aad length of 
time, have in no degree chilled my Christian re- 
gard and friendship towards you and others in 
Virginia. 

Was I at your house in Carolina, or you here 
at my mansion, we should be full of chat, in tell 
ing each other what events had passed for the 
last 14 years; but that is not the case: to supply 
the lack of which, I shall with my pen give you 
a condensed history of myself, and what has pass 
ed before me. Excepting a few months’ cessa- 
tion from preaching occasioned by a broken leg, 
I have been unweariedly trying to preach Jesus ; 
but have never yet risen to that state of holy zeal 
and evangelical knowledge that I have been long- 
ing after: but such as lhad I have been giving 
unto the people. There have been a number of 
revivals of religion within the circle of my minis- 
tration, which have both flattered my pride and 
humbled my soul. The season past has been 
one of the happy parts of my life. Such brok- 
enness of heart, prayer and singing have been 
among the people, as I have rarely seen (never 
exceeded) in my life. The number [ have bap- 
tized in this rich harvest is 106: and I yet find 
no more inconvenience in baptizing than I did 
when I was but 30 vears old ; nor can I discover 
any diminution in the congregations that attend 
my ministry. I have had a number of attacks, 
like one [I had in Goochland, which ended in 
Louisa at the time when brother Rawlins was 
baptized ; but I have been holden up with a lit- 
tle help, and refreshed in my bondage until now. 
Faint, yet pursuing. I have 82 descendants liv- 
ing. A few of my grandchildren have died at 
their respective homes: but I have never had a 
death at my house. Of Abraham it is said, “1 
called him alone and blessed him and increased 
him.” 

I have been trying to get ready to die. I have 
Written a short history of the events of my life, 
and although it contains the best part of my life 
yet when I look over the manuscript, it is but a 
ragged thing. I have also got the likeness of my 





Person taken, as large as life from the waist up ; 


and others say it is a good portrait; but # looks 
like a crabbed image ful! of juices ; so that boast- 
ing is every way excluded. My pecuniary con- 
cerns I have set'led, so that my executor may have 
nothing to do: and likewise made my will, which 
is but a light affair. So far Lam ready to die; bat 
internal readiness is another thing. I have ae 
strong attachments to life as | had in the year 
1776, when at your father’s house with brother 
Young. [cannot select the fime when, nor the 
disease by which | should choose to die. Whenl 
reflect back on my past life, a thousand things oc- 
cur that were criimnjoal or verv imprudent. I had 
no fruit in those things of which Lam now asham- 
ed ; and yet I still persevere in frowardness, so that 
if Christianity was not @ religion for sinners, te 
meet their wants and relieve their woes, | should 
have no hope. 

It has been more than fifty-three years since F 
began to preach; in doing of which I have travel- 
led 80,000 miles, preached 10,000 times, and bap- 
tized 1458 persons, a good portion of whom pro- 
fessed to be the seals of my ministry. Was I sura 
that IT had acted only for Christ, my son! would 
make her boast in God ; but there is so nuch cor- 
ruption in me, that the most that I can hope is 
that there has been some good thing in me, amidst 
many bad ones. There is a solemn day approach- 
ing, where pleading that we have eaten and drunk- 
en in the presence of Christ—prophesied--cast 
out devils—and done many wonderful works in 
his name, will not avail; and if we add to these 
pleas, that we have given our bodies to be 
burned, and our goods to feed the poor, yet with- 
out charity (the unction from the Holy one—the 
waters that spring up to eternal life,) we shall be 
disesteemed. While writing on this solemn sub- 
ject, I feel like dropping my pen, and crying to 
God, with all the powers of my soul, that he would 
make me right—make me faithful unto death— 
assist me to fight the good fight—finish my course 
—keep the faith, and receive the crown. 

Internal religion is always the same and always 
will be; but the external modes of it, change like 
the fashions of dress. So many religious novel- 
ties have lately sprang up, that I have often ex- 
claimed, “ They have taken away my Lord, and 
I know not where they have laid him.” But this 
alarm has been quieted by “ What is that to thee ? 
follow thou me.” In all the revivals that have 
been where | have administered, the work has op- 
erated as it did in Virginia from the year 1784 
until 1789. A litte damsel solicited her fathet to 
purchase for her a London doll, with a china face, 
all clad in silk ; which request was granted by the 
indulgent father. But soon fittle Miss grew sick 
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of her doll, and exclaimed, “IT want a baby that 
will cry and eat victuals.” It is a truth that the 
living Jesus was meanly clad and fared hardly; 
but the dead Christ was finally shrouded and hon- 
ourably interred. There is, however, a time spo 
ken of when kings shall bring their gold, honour 
and glory into the holy erty. 

From creation to the flood was 1656 years; in 
which term we may safely calculate that many 
millions of people lived; and yet no more than 
27 personal names are found in the antediluvian 
history. There are a namber of names so incor 
porated into the history, precepts, and promises of 
the Scriptores, that they must necessarily be per- 
petuated as long as the Bible exists. But there 
has been many seven thousands that never bowed 
to Baal, whose names are buried in oblivion. 
Much has been done, and much ts doing, by men 
to immortalize their names; but if my name is 
written in heaven, in the Lamb’s book of life, not 
to be blotted out ;—if I have a room in God's 
house, among the living in Jerusalem, I shall be 
made for eternity. It is not likely a century 
hence there will be many, if any one, who will 
ever have known or heard any thing of John Le 
land. 

This gives me no uneasiness. But I have a 
strong solicitude that] may live and die in a 
manner that will give my friends in general, and 
those whom I have baptized in particular, no pain- 
ful sensations, to think that they have placed con- 
fidence in an unfaithful man, who did not hold 
out to the end. 

You may judge of my present health by the fol. 
lowing standard, viz: my pulses heat 72 times in 
a minute ; in which tine I breathe 24 times. 

Iam very much checked in writing, fearing you 
are dead ; but like Columbus in a sea storm, I will 
throw this overboard, in hopes that if you are dead 
some of your friends will find it. 

You see how large a letter | have written to you 
with my own hands; and being such a one as 
Jonn the aged, [hope you will pardon my egotism 
the hobby of old men) and all other defects, and 

‘\ibve it is indited in the spirit of friendshi). 


JOHN LELAND. 
Urs. Amey Petross. 





From the Boston Recorder. 


HARVARD COLLEGE. 

* If heresu enter among you, how will my hopes and ex- 
pectations be defested ! And more thar this, how displeasing 
will it beto the great God! If this shall ever happen, Let 
THE INSTITUTION BE NO LONGER CALLED BY MY NAME. 

Epitaph on John Harvard. 

It is no grateful task to expose peryersion and in- 
justice, where one has no sinister ends to compass, 
and no personal enmities to gratify. But though the 
duty be painful, I feel it in the present case to be im- 

rious. To be silent, would be to wink at the un- 
blushing violation of the most sacred principles of 
morality and religion. 

In my communications on the Ist, 22d, and 29th of 
February, | established the propositions that Hollis, 
was a man of piely and strictly orthodox sentiments, 
that the express language of his statutes required 
that his Professor be a man of sound or orthodor sen- 
timents, and that the corporation gave Mr. Hollis a 
solemn bond as explicit as words could make it, bindin 
‘ vemselves and their successors to a religious and iawiiel 
able observance of his statutes, according to the will 
of the Founder. I shall now make a remark or two 
on the remaining proposition. 
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4. There is in the present appropriation of the Hol. 
lis Divinity Fund, an unprincipled and sacrilegious 
perversion, such as this country has never before wit. 
nessed. I need not inform this community, that Har- 
vard College, in its religious influence, has become 
ther oughly and exclusively sectarian, that is Unitari- 
an. I know not of a College in our country so ex. 
clusively sectarian; none certainly whose influence 
is considered as so injurious to the cause of truth and 
the salvation of men, by the great body of the pious. 
Its very friends boast of itas ‘“‘the bulwark of the 
Unitarian cause.”’ 

The present incumbent of the Hollis Professorship, 
as I believe every one acquainted with his writings is 
convinced, throws the whole weight of his influence 
into the scale of Unitarianism. The funds of Hollis, 
together with other sacred legacies, are now pervert- 
ed to the cautious and unwearied propagation of Uni- 
tarian sentiments among the inexperienced youth and 
through them, like a moral blight, over our country 
What the Professor's sentiments definitely are, or in 
other words how far he has proceeded in his march 
towards Deism, he seems resolved the public shall 
not be informed (that is, I suppose, until they are 
prepared to bear them.) 

He has chiefly revealed himself in negatives. He 
does not believe in the Deity of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
in the personal existence of the Holy Spirit, in re- 
generation, nor in the eternity of futnre punishment, 
though with regard to the last named doctrine, he 
seems to fear he was too fast for public sentiment, 
and to regret that he expressed himself so as to be 
understood. Now | say boldly, these are sentiments, 
and this is an influence on which the pious and vener- 
able Hollis would have looked with shuddering. To 
have anticipated that he should have contributed to 
spread such an influence among the youth of New- 
England, would have filled his soul with the chill of 
death. His Professor has declared a war of exter- 
mination against most of those doctrines which he 
held dearer than life. 

This is an unprincipled and sacrilegious perversion. 
Itis a perversion, if the constitution of this Common- 
wealth is any authority, when a fund of this kind is 
appropriated not in accordance with ‘‘the true intent 
and meaning of the donor or donors, grantor or grant- 
ors, devisor or devisors.”’ What man in his senses can 
read the letters of Hollis to Dr. Coleman, and his 
statute XI, and believe that the present appropriation 
is according to the true intent and meaning of the pi- 
ous Founder? The pious Hollis, who said, “‘ My re- 
joieing isin Jesus Christ my God and Saviour,” intend 
to appropriate his sacred benefactions to the support 
of a Unitarian and Universalist Professor!! Did 
“sound and orthodox” in his mouth include Unitari- 
ans and Universalists! Pray, then, what did those 
terms exclude? That you may see it is an unprinci- 
pled perversion in the highes sense, cast your eye at 
the solemn gonp. Is justice asleep? Hoctis. 


INTOXICATION. 


The laws against intoxication are evforced witli 
great force in Sweden. Whoever is seen drunk 
is fined. for the first offence, three dollars: for 
the second, six: for the third and fourth, a_ stil! 
larger sum: and is also deprived of the right of 
voting at elections, and of being appointed a rep- 
resentative. He is besides, publicly exposed in 
the parish church in the following Sunday. if 
the same individual is found committing the same 
offence a fifth time, he is shut up in a house of cor- 
rection, and condemned to six months hard !a- 
bour ; and if he is again guilty, to twelve months 
punishmen: of a similar description. If the ol- 
fence has been committed in public, such as at % 
fair, at an auction &c. the fine is doubled : and 
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if the offender has made his appearance ina 
church, the punishment is still more severe. Who- 
ever is convicted of having induced another to 
intoxicate himself, is fined three dollars, which 
sum is doubled if the drunken person ts a minor. 
Anecclesiastic if he should fall into this offence, 
joses his benefice ; if it is a layman who occupies 
any considerable post, his functions are suspended, 
and perhaps he is distnissec. Drunkenness is nev- 
er admitted as an excuse for any crime: and 
whoever dies while diunk is buried ignominiously, 
and deprived of the prayers of the church. It is 
forbidden to give, and more explicitly to sell, any 
spirituous liquors to students, workmen, servants, 
apprentices, and private soldiers. Whoever is 
observed drunk in the streets, or making a noise 
in a tavern, is sure to be taken to prison, and de- 
tained until scber, without, however, being on 
that account exempted from the fines. Half of 
these fines go to the informers, (who are gener 
ally police officers) the other half tothe poor. If 
the delinquent has no money, he is kept in prison 
until some one pays for him, or until he has work 
ed out his enlargement. ‘Twice a year these or 
dinances are read from the pulpit by the clergy ; 
and every tavern keeper is bound, under the pen 
alty of a heavy fine, to have a copy of them hung 
up in the principal room of his house. 

An instance tending to illustrate the evil of al 
lowing a daily portion of ardent spirits to those 
employed inthe Army and Navy of the United 
States, is fresh in our recoliection : 


A young man, of very respectable connexions, 
residing in a neighboring State, entered in early 
life, the Navy as Midshipman. His previous 
habits were regular aad virtuous; but he soon 
became intemperate—was degraded and dismis- 
sed, and became the grief of his parents and 
friends. Asthey, however, had not abandoned 
all hope respecting him, we were requested to act 
towards him the part of a counsellor. Accor. 
diugly, we embraced an opportunity of couver- 
sing with him when he was perfectly sober. “ You 
ask me,” said he, “why I have abandoned my- 
self to intemperate habits. I can tell you. When 
I entered the Navy, I had no relish for ardent 
spirits. Et was dealt outto us as our rations of 
food, and I took it with the rest, as a matter 
of course. In a short time I became fond of it— 
company led ine to take an extra glass, and thus 
the habit became fixed. I was but a boy when J 
commenced drinking. I was the darling of my 
father: I was the beloved of my mother. I was 
the favorite in the family ; and now they all turn 
away from me with loathing and disgust. I might 
have been spared this misery and disgrace, had 
it not been for the wretched practice of distribu. 
ting in the Navy, rations of ardent spirits.” 

This is only one instance, and we allude to it 
now, in consequence of seeing in a late Philadel- 
phian, the following article, headed 


INTEMPERANCE IN THE ARMY. 


it would be naturally inferred from the report 
of the Secretary of War, that the spirit of tem- 
perance was getting possession of the army, but 
this is a mistake. He refers to the officeis, not 
the soldiers, some of the most grossly brutish of 
the former having been dismissed the service. 
But whoever will repair to anv of our military 


Debt to Aborigines. 
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posts and see the effects which whiskey produces 
on the suldiers, will wonder at the stupidity of 
government, and the assurance of the Hon. Sec- 
retary, in saying that intemperance is abating in 
the army. Instead of this it is making the sol- 
diers a poor, lean, feeble, and effeminate looking 
setof men; atone military post they are in the 
habit of going regularly to a low and filthy dram- 
shop and there drinking in the poison. The gov- 
ernment encourages this, by dealing out, accor- 
ding to law, so much whiskey dai'y, enough to 
create an appetite that may ruinthe army. They 
might aswell order a daily dose of oil of vit- 
riol. Napoleon, or Fiederick, would do no such 
thing. 

An accomplished physician in the army lately 
said that the system of administering ardent spir- 
its was pot only of no use, but was positively mis- 
chievious ; and, added he, “ Seven eighths of the 
cases of disease, which have occurred within my 
knowledge, in the army, are the results of intem- 
perance.” Qur soldicrs at this rate, will be in 
pretty trim for sudden war. Why does not the 
voverument interpose its arm? What are our 
influential men, some of whom profess to be 
Christians; what, | say, are they doing, that they 
do not represent and urge the case ? 

An officer of the army last week inforined me 
that a soldier having received a moiety of pay, 
got a furlough, went off, and in three weeks, 
spent sixty-one dollars for ardent spirits alone, 
drank incessantly, and returned to his post soaked 
in liquor. He was otherwise healthy, as was prov- 
ed by examining his body after death, but his 
nerves were so stretched and abused, that shortly 
after he returned, on their collapse, he was seeo 
to utter a wild and hysterigal laugh, pitched for- 





ward on his face, and wastaken up dead.—Oh, 
what aneud! Beware ye drunkards! 
Charleston Observer. 


DEBT TO ABORICINES. 


The following is a sketch of the Rev. Mr. Maf 
fit’s address, and has special reference to the 
successes, which have attended the missionary 
labours amongst the American Indians, and the 
duty of increasing these efforts. 


The Indians, when our pilgrim fathers first set 
their feet on the Plymouth rock, were the lords of 
the soil. They were kings and princes in their na- 
tive wilds, and roamed, free as the mountain 
air, amidst the lofty trees of their own wilderness, 
planted far back towards the first dawn of crea- 
tion; and when the pilgrims possessed their smil- 
ing plains, leveled their wild forests, tore open 
the bosom of their fields, and covered their fair 
rivers an/l lakes with the white sails of commerce, 
they did not give them the streams of the water of 
life as an equivalent. As tthe fathers spread out 
their eolonies over the land, and their cities on 
every plain, slow and sullen, the sons of the for- 
est retired; and when measures were taken to 
civilize them—when they were told to fell the 
trees, to break up the fields, to erect commodious 
edifices, their souls recoiled at the immense remove 
between their simple, unrestrained habits, and the 
arts of civilized life. It has been reserved for the 
present day to place Christianity before civiliza- 
tion ; the results are glorious, 








Songs of rejoicing break out in the western wil. 
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derness. The Indian converts in the wilds of 
Canada, not content with receiving Jesus them 

selves, become missiouaries and exhorters to oth- 
er tribes more remote, and the holy flame approx- 
imates the ice-bound shores of the frozen ocean 

and the shouts of triumph shall be heard from the 
hoary regions where the foot of civilized man hath 
never penetrated, 

And so soon is the bounty of Christians repaid 
again into their own bosoms, that from late cheer- 
ing intelligence received in this city, we gather 
the striking facts that these Indian converts visit 
the white settlements of Canada, and are blessed 
instruments in promoting a glorious revival of 
religion in the societies of their benefactors. It 
isto commemorate and give impulse to achieve 
ments like these that we hold this anniversary : 
it is for this object we call upon this Christian 
assembly tocome forward with their alms and 
prayers, and aid usin repaying with gospel kind 
ness the wrongs we have done the poor Indians.-— 
Send them the precious gospel of Jesus, and then 
the red man shall spread out towards heaven his 
brawny arms—he will lift up the hands that have 
hurled the tomahawk—that have torn the trem- 
bling infant from its mother’s tender bosom—that | 
have reeked with its blood and took the mother’s 
scalp,—he will spread out his hands, and utter— 
not the horrid yell of vengeance, not the war cry, 
but with streaming eyes, a prayer of affectionate, 
grateful intercession for you; and his tears shall 
blot outone dark stain from the American char- 
acter. 





From the New-York Observer. 

FRIENDS OF SABBATH SCHOOLS, 

LOOK AT THiS! 

Ata late meeting of the Senday School Union 
of the State of Marylyand, it was Unanimously 
Resolved, that the said Union “ undertake, in hum 
ble reliance upon the aid of Almighty God, in the 
space of two years, to institute, or cause, or pro 
cure to be instituted in every town, village, con- 
gregation, society, or section of the State of Ma 
ryland, where it is practicable, a Sabbath School 
or Schools, for the purpose of instructing the ris- 
ing generation to read the sacred Scriptures. 

We had intended io offer some remarks on this 
eheering resoluiion, which for aught we can see 
bids fair to be as important in its ultimate effects, 
as that of Monree county in respect to the Bible: 
but we readily give way to a correspondent. 

Messrs. Epirons,—Who can read sich a 
resolution as the above, without feeling a thrill of 
joy pervade his bosom, and lifting up his soul to 
God in humble gratitude for being permitted to 
live in such a day as this, when so many noble and 
eaven-born projects are devised for accelerating 
the advent of the Redeemer’s reign upon earth 
But a few months ago, a resolution was passed in 
a remote part of our country, that in reliance up- 
the blessing of God, a whole County should be 
supplied with the Bible. At that moment a new era 
commenced in the history of the Bible cause in 


Friends of Sabbath Schools, look at this / 





thiscountry. The spirit which prompted that re 

solution, has spread rapidly ‘from one end of the 

nation to the other, and we trust in God will not | 

be extinguished till every cottage on the Conti- | 

nentis supplied with the word of life. 
When 1 


read the above resolution, I could not! bath School, or Schools, for the purpose of 1 
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but indulge the hope that this will be a new era in 
the Iftstory of Sabbath Schools :—that other Sun- 
day School Unions will speedily form similar re. 
solutions :—that the little spark which has been 
kindled will be fanned into a flame, and extend 
from County to County, and from State to State, 
until it overspyeads our whole country, and the re- 
motest village on our Continent is blessed with a 
Sabbath School. 

Much indeed has already been done towards ac- 
complishing this desirable object. Several sec- 
tions of our couetry have taken hold of the sub- 
ject with a zeal worthy of so good a cause. T[ur- 


ders:and that the Western S. S. Union alone, have 


determined to send out this Spring from twelve to 
fifteen missionaries, for the purpose of establish- 
ing Sunday Schools and aiding and encouraging 
those already established. T understand also, that 
ihe Massachusetts S. S. Union are doing much in 
the same behalf. And I have just been told that 
a Society in New-Jersey have engaged an agent to 
travel a year in that State, a part of whose object 
it will be to promote the Sabbath School cause. 
[assure you, Messrs. Editors, I feel a deep in- 
terest in this subject, and should like to inquire of 
the friends and promoters of Sabbath Schools, 
whether something cannot be done towards extend- 
ing the system more effectually into the southern 
Counties of our own State? I was recently in- 


formed by a respectable clergyman residing but a 


few iniles from this city, that in the County where 
he is located, there are hundreds of adult persons 
who cannot read, and that they are bringing up 
their children in the same way, insomuch that 
whole families may be found in which there is not 
a single person able to read the Bible, with which 
they would otherwise be gratuitously furnished.— 
T mention this as one tnslance of many that might 
be mentioned, to show the importance of making 
some efforts in their behalf. I am persuaded that 
schools might be established in every neighborhood 
in allthe Southern District, if suitable missionaries 
were sent to afford their assistance and counsel. 
The New- York Union has done much for schools 
in the city, but | cannat learn that they have done 
any thing efficiently to extend their systein beyond 
the city. The mere privilege of purchasing books 
at a discount, (which I believe is the only encour- 
agement which they hold out to schools in the 
country at present,) will not avail where the as- 
sistance and instruction which are necessary to the 
very existence of a Sabbath School are withheld. 
More must be done. Missionaries must be sent 
among them, who will faithfully and patiently im- 
part to them the knowledge which ts the result of 
our longer experience. And if the New-York 
Union have as much as they can attend to, or it 
their Constitution will not admit of their extend- 
ing their operations into the country, why can not 
our Youne Men whoare not at present encum- 
bered with the management of Societies, come 
forward and form an Association whose express 
object it shall be to establish Sabbath Schools in a!! 
the Southern District of this State ; and adopt the 
resolution, “ That in hamble reliance upon the 
blessing of Almighty God, we will undestake in 
the space of two years, to institute, or cause or pro- 
cure to be instituted, in every town, village, con- 
gregation, society, or section of the Southern Dis- 
trict of New-York, where it is practicable, a Sab- 
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structing the rising generaticn to read the Holy 
Scriptures.”—I do not know that this plan would 
at all interfere with the operations of the New 
York Union,—tbe object of which is to support 
Schools in the city. [am inclined to think that 
an enterprise of this kind set on foot by the young 
men, would have their countenance and support. 
J am not however particularly tenacious of the 
mode by which this object is to be effected. If any 
one can suggest a better one, I shall cheerfully ac 
quiesce. But something must be done efficiently, 
and now is the tine. A SUPERINTENDENT. 





From the Rochester Observer. 
TO MELANCTHON, OF UTICA. 


I have just received the Utica paper containing 
your most polite and gentlemanly rejoinder, ad- 
dressed to my friend Luther—and in his absence, 
I am induced to reply. 

I think both of you write much too long—I like 
short articles for the papers—-and love to have 
them come to the point, and stick to it. 

Luther is right, and you are wrong—Luther’s 
reasoning is sound, and your’s is very smooth. — 
But as a kind of mediator between you, I propose 
that you and Luther, and all men, endeavour to 
cultivate as good a spirit towards the Law or 
Gop as towards the rule of civility which prevails 
among men. Leta high tone of © moral sent 
ment pervade our souls—let us cease to break the 
Sabbath, and cease to compel others to break it, 
by refusing to employ them, unless they will nor 
violate the holy day. Let us regard the good ad 
vice our pious mothers have given us; “ Remem 


ber the Sabbath day, to keep it holy,”—and then if 


twenty, or one hundied, or even ten thousand men 
bind themselves by “ solemn league and covenant, 
that as for them and their houses, they will obey 
God,” we shall not be disturbed by it. 

It has been said that men are naturally opposed 
to the doctrines of the gospel—but it appears to 
to me that when we propose * good works,” there 
is wore disturbance in the camp than when doc. 
trines are preached. What sholl be done? I an- 
swer, let us both believe and obey, and all will be 
right. Yours, WHITFIELD. 


From the New-York Observer. 
LETTER FROM SWITZERLAND. 


Extract of a Letter to the Rev. Mr Bruen. from the 
Rev. Dr. Malan, of Geneva, recently received. 


(TRANSLATION. ) 


Very Dear Brotuer anv Frienp,—You will 
perhaps have learned that I have become a member 
of the Associate United Church of Scotland. This 
circumstance has some connexion with the labor 
which is assigned to me. The fact is, that although 
the Socinian church here, as wellas the Government, 
does not acknowledge my ministry, it has notwith- 
standing acquired a character with them sufficiently 
solid, to gain for us,—thanks be to God,—entire lib- 
erty to assemble: and already the influence of the 
trath makes itself perceived among many, who, while 
they speak with contempt of the ministers of Christ, 
consider seriously their doctrine and quote their ex- 
pressions io the pulpit. The doctrines of grace are 
the principal subject of our preaching, and of the 
writings which I publish from time to time. The as- 
surance of salvation resulting from a faith, simple 
and sincere, in the testimony of God, is singularly 
blest now in the ministry of the faithful servants of 
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Jesus. You will find in the “ New Bartimewus,” a 
sketch of the manner in which | present this truth. 
I cannot send you other writings which treat of the 
same subject, as they are printed only in England or 
yet unpublished. | am principally employed now 
with the English travellers, for whose benefit I have 
a service iy that language every week. The Lord 
has strengthened me for this, and already I have 
gathered of its fruits to his glory. My family in- 
creases. Six daughters and three sons form the de- 
posit which the Lord confides to me. My church al- 
so is increased, and unites about 250 communicants : 
and ! am happy to think that they endeavor faithful- 
ly to follow the Lainb. But my health is bad: and f 
rarely regain the strength that | lose amidst continual 
labors. Notwithstanding the Lord gives me every 
day sufficient vigor to accomplish the work which he 
sets before me; thus am I always happy, and I desire 
but one thing, which is, to be entirely submissive to 
the Chief Shepherd, that by his Spirit | may do those 
things which are agreeable to Him. Oh! life is good 
under his kind notice who is our Lord: our souls need 
never be fearful or troubled. How many blessings 
has it pleased Him to heap upon me, unworthy sin- 
ner, since the day when you and our dear Dr. Ma- 
son visited me! How many striking proofs of pater- 
nal care; and what honor put upon a worm, to be a 
witness of the truth of God in the midst of a wicked 
generation. He is always the same; he will support 
us, and the arms he has put into our hands will be 
powerful to overthrow Arius, Socinus, Voltaire, and 
their school. We contend with an enemy wounded 
to death, and which must perish before the sun des- 
cends below the horizon. What courage orght not 
this assurance to give us. The Spirit of Christ, the 
Well Beloved, is with us. 


To the same from a Friend in Scotland. 


The account of Dr. Payson, melted many at our 
Missionary meeting. This realising faith brings God 
close to us; it combines time and eternity, and pos- 
sesses the whole heart with holy joy. Alas! is that 
sin which excludes and prevents our perception of a 
present God, within our own control in any degree ! 
Could we drive it out?) Whata horrible accumula- 
tion of ingratitude mast there be, if we are of our- 
selves shutting the door against such manifestations 
as that holy man was blessed with. His remark 
about the benevolent happiness of heaven, is, I am 
sure, true. Ohe feels it hese onearth. Itis when 
the heart is most filled with divine love that we can 
best pray for the scoffers and gainsayers at whose 
sins our feelings revolt. I think our Christians are 
beginning to be stirred up by yours. In our last Mis- 
sionary Register we have a discussion of the causes of 
revivals; and many seem looking for such seasons 
ourselves. You may be sure | had not a faithful vis- 
ion of the angels that bore dear Dr. Waugh’s living 
soul from his poor old shattered body, when [ felt 
gratified at the parading newspaper account of the 
M. P.’s, [members of Parliament] and great menin 
great coaches that followed his remains to the grave. 
Perhaps some despising people in country towns who 
just tolerate Christians, are the better for seeing that 
all the great ones of the earth are not on Satan's side 
The Dr. administered the Lord's Supper with much 
love, and was struck with apoplexy the day following 
In his very deliriums, he addressed Bible meetings, 
praved with his dear flock, and exhibited that winch 
had filled his sane mind. Afier cupping he became 
sensible, took leave of each, sent messages of love to 
many, rejoiced in the Lord greatly, and at last slipt 
out of life, after twenty-four hours of not uneasy 
slumbering : another testimony to the faitiiulness of 
our Redeemer. 


Mr. Canning died as statesmen often die, ravine 





of despatclies, and bills, and ambassadors, in his last 


fever 
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InELAND.—Ireland is a large and fertile island, 
situated to the west of Great Britain. It is about 
900 miles long, and 150 broad, and contains about 
seven millions of inhabitants. 

During the last fifteen years, good people have 
taken much pains to establish and support Sab- 
bath Schools among the inhabiants. ‘The follow 
ing table shows how rapidly they have increased 

in 1810 there were 2 schools, and 87 scholars, 


“ 1815 250 do. 28,598 do. 
* 180 1,021 do. 108,774 do, 
* 1825 1,702* do. 150.83i do. 
“ 1827 1,946 do, 165,000 do. 


During the last year more then 11,000 dollars 
were expended in support of these schools, of 
which more than thirteen hundred dollars were 
subscribed by Sabbath School children in Eng- 
Jand, in sums of one penny each! 


Monvrreat, L. C.—Montreal is a flourishing 
city in Lower Canada, situated on an island in th: 
river St. Lawrence, and contains about 30,000 
inhabitants. The population is composed of 
French, Scotch, Irish, English and Americans. 
There are many good people, who love the Lord 
Jesus Christ; who, among other things, have es- 
tablished Sabbath Schools to build up his kingdom. 
The following is extracted from a letter from one 
of the Superintendents to the Editor of the New 
dersey Sunday School Journal :— 

* You will be gratified to learn that our School 
daily increases in knowledge. The pertinent an- 
swers of the scholars to the questions from Jud- 
son’s selection, are truly surprising. In our ad 
dresses from the desk we are more careful to 
apply the lesson than to explain it, since our 
Teachers are becoming good expositors to their 
respective classes, in which duty they are assisted 
by an attendance on ovr Bible class on the prece 
ding Sabbath, 

We have recently had cause to rejoice with the 
angels over one or two repenting and returning 
sinners. Qur prayer is that “the Lord would 
open the windows of heaven,” and shower the 
blessing of his grace upon us. The more I con 
template the subject, the more I see the vast im 
portance of Sabbath Schools. Whata genera 
tion are we training up for future usefulness. 
Some, the Lord will doubtless make watchmen 
on Zion’s walls; others, energetic and diligent 
supporters of our evangelical Societies. In short, 
* a generation to praise him” are now encompass 
ed in our various folds. Let us then, my brother, 
* be steadfast, unmoveable, always abounding in 
the work of the Lord, forasmuch as we know that 
our labor shall not be in vain.” 


From the Boston Recorder. 


PROTESTANTS IN FRANCE. 


We acknowledge our obligations to an Ameri 
can gentleman resident in France, and to his 
friend in this city, for several interesting papers 
relative to the progress of evangelical truth in the 
south of France. We shal] make several extracts 
from them, which will be new to our readers. We 
eommence this week with an account of a visit 
which the Rev. Mr. Wilks of Paris and his lady 
made to the neighborhood of Orleans, in the au- 
4umn of 1826, It was written by the Jatter, 


A jong time has now elapsed since Mr, Wilks 





|of bodily fatigue. 


7 sd 
tions of the preacher. 





[Apriy. 


| understood that there existed in the rural neig)). 


boithood of Orleans, a little band of Christians, 
descendants of the ancient Huguenots, remarkab|- 
for their sinsplicity, their information, and thei; 
zeal. 

He conceived the desire of knowing them per- 
sonally, and, to execute the project. he chose the 
last year at the season of harvest-home. Had we 
undertaken this journey at any other season, it is 
probable that we should not have succeeded in his 
object, for we were obliged t ave the main route 
and travel over lands covered with soil, or newly 
iurned up, in order to reach some little villages 
ranged one along the other, and to which the bells 
were our only guides. These villages generally 
consist only of a vast farm-yard, which comprises 
the dwelling of the farmer, around which are 
clustered the cottages of his workinen,—it is, nev- 
ertheless, in these lithe hamlets, isolated and mis- 
erable as they are, that we discovered a portion o! 
the invincible church. 

We reached Patay, the chief place, on Satur- 
day night; but as soon as it was understood that a 
pastor had arrived in the neighborhood, we found 
that there would be a conference, at nine o’clock 
the same evening, to hear the word of Go 
preached, and at nine o’clock the hovel of a poor 
widow was crowded with hearers. To see them 
no one would have imagined that these poor beings 
had just passed the week in occupations the most 
laborions ;—the intelligence, the animated air o/ 
their physiognomy, told well that the Gospel to 


them was as joyful tidings, avd that by its influ- 


ence, their souls were raised above the sensation 
The appearance of this house 
of God was in unison with the rustic simplicity of 
the inhabitants,—we were arranged upon thick 
boards supported by stools. Aiimost ali the audi- 
ence were provided with a Bible and a small can- 
dle, in order to follow the reading and the quota- 
The nextday, the Sabbath, 
we had three services in different places, (he wum- 
ber of auditors increasing at each time, and it was 
a strong token of zeal on the part of a great nui- 
ber, that they came on foot from various quarters, 
and must travel a portion of the nigit before re- 
gaining their dwellings. 

Never have you met with scenes more interes'- 
ing, than were displayed in the services of the! 
morning and afternoon; all was simplicity an’ 
devotion, solemnity and attention ; thee was eve 
a degree of ardor depicted upon their countenai: 
ces—they not only listened to, they devoured (\° 
word of life. The heat was excessive. The room 
in which we were assembled was low and wanie! 
air; there was a great number of children, 2" 
the congregation had listened, for more than « 
hour previous to our arrival, to the readiug 
Holy Writ—but none of these circumstance 
could fatigue them or distract their attention.— 
The preacher felt aroused within him-the arr 
inspiration which animated all countenances, 2” 
in despite of great physical sufferings, and '* 
embarrassinent consequent upon expressii'g hun 
self in a strange tongue, he would have desire, 
like St. Paul, the power of continuing his °* 
course until midnight. But he did yet more ; 
ing persuaded that he was called upon by Prov’ 
dence to undertake something really efficacin 
for the establishment of regular worship for \'* 
consolation of these faithful and persecute’ °” 
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ciples of Christ. At the close of one of these ser- 
vices, he invited the elders of the dispersed church- 
es to unite with him and his friend, Mr. Wadding- 
ton, in consulting upon the means of procuring 
for them places suitable for the celebration of pub- 
lic worship. 

During the intermission of the services, we vis- 
ited the inhabitants in their cottages, and convers 
ed with them upon the history of their past and 
present state, and since that time, we hive procur- 
ed an exact account of the families and individu 
als of the evangelica! communion. At the season 
of our visit the number of those professing Pro 
testantism was about 800, a part of whom were 
lineal descendants from the ancient and illustrious 
church of Orleans, which suffered so particularly 
in the massacre of St. Bartholomew, and which 
was entirely dispersed at the revokement of the 
Edict of Nantes. 

It appeared that many among them, who had 
not the means of emigrating after this last event, 
sought a refuge in these farming communities, 
where they continued to edify themselves and in 
struct their children in the writings of their an- 
cient pastors. We still find among these simple 
agriculturalists the works of Dumoulin, Dubose, 
Drelincourt, Claude. The books, blackened by 
age and by the earth in which they have often 
been concealed for their greater security, witness 
yet more, by their tattered leaves, the esteem in 
which they are held and the use made of them by 
their possessors. The aged of the present geuer- 
ation recall to mind the persecutions endured by 
their fathers, and recount upon this subject a mul- 
titude of interesting particulars. 

These rural churches depend, since the organi 
zation of the consistories of France, upon the cen- 
tral church of Orleans, but they have never deriv- 
ed the least benefit from this association ;—they 
have had no pastors, and it is only by the reading 
of Holy writ, by the faithiul observance of domes 
tic worship, and by some public conferences, that 
they have succeeded in retaining the faith of their 
fathers. 

When Mr. Wilks assembled the Elders of these 
churches, to confer upon the importance and the 
possibility there might be of erecting edifices for 
their religious assemblies, it produced a delightful 
impression to observe the ingenuous expression of 
love for their Saviour which lighted up the physi 
ognomy of these good people: an old man, ina 
coarse garment and wooden shoes, offered a vine 
yard of two acres on which to erect a temple; a 
yourg workman, the head of a family, proposed 


to construct the doors of it graits—a third charged | 


himself with ‘he windows—a fourth with the hew- 
ing of the stone, etc. etc. 

But while they were thus consulting, a fine 
building of stone and with slated roof, which had 
just been finished, was offered for sale at the chief 
place, Patay. and the same day 1) was purchased 
for the sum of five thousand fiancs; Mr. Wiiks 
guarantying for the period in which they should 
take possession. This edifice is sufficiently large 
to allow the arrangement of a portion for the res- 
idence of a pastor, and a fine room for a Sabbath 
School—an orchard adjoining would serve for a 
church yard. Since that time a little church has 
been built at some leagues distance from Patay, 
for the accommodation of Protestants residing in 


contributed, with uncommon liberality, to the ex 
penses which these two buildings have required. 
The Bible assoeiations of the neighboring com- 
munes have collected 5000 francs—a fact which 
will appear incredible to those who have witnessed 
the poverty and sobriety of this interesting popu- 
lation: their ordinary food consists of bread, fruit 
and pulse—water is their only beverage, and meat 
is almost unknown. Cloth garments, stockings, 
shoes, hats are in little use, and are preserved asa 
token of respect for the day of our Lord. 
Persecution has broken out anew in the acts of 
the local authorities; more than once have their 
religious conferences been dispersyd by a field- 
guard, and the faithful summoned before a distant 
magistrate ; these interruptions in the celebration 
of public worship have been but temporary, but 
they discover the disposition of Government tow- 
ards the Protestants, and render yet more urgent 
the necessity of furnishing to these obscure Chris- 
tians the means of presenting themselves publicly, 
as being sufficient in number to demand of his 
majesty’s ministers their right to a private pastor. 
The sum necessary to execute the plans already 
commenced by Messrs. Wilks and Waddington, 
is 7000 francs, in addition to the 5000 furnished 
by the Protestants themselves. Of this sum there 
is at least 1500 francs deficient. 

You have above, my dear sir, a subject worthy 
of exciting the interest of our Christian friends, 
and upon which it will be easy fur you to found 
an appeal to their charity. I need not say to you 
how much we are personally indebted for the zeal 
which you have displayed in aiding us in the ful- 
filment of the engagements contracted in this un- 
dertaking. 








Uissionary Lntelligence. 


SANDWICH ISLANDS. 


GENERAL MEETING OF THE MISSIONARIES AT 
KAIRUA, 





In October 1826, a meeting of Missionaries was 
held at Kairua, on Hawaii, at which the Mission- 
ary stations on the several Islands were generally 
represented, and various subjects of common in- 
terest were discussed with a view to mutual un- 
derstanding ; such as—the term of missionary 
service, and the grounds upon which the mission 
would approve of a member’s leaving the field— 
the alphabet for the native language—translations 
—printing—preaching—schools and native teach- 
ers—ptinciples of intercourse with the chiefs in 
reference to commercial and civil affairs—duties 
and difficulties respecting marriages among the 
natives, &c, 

From the report of this meeting, which is drawn 
up with care and judgmen’, such extracts will be 
made as will be likely to interest the general rea- 
der. 


Term of Missionary Service. 

The .Missionaries express unequivocally, that 
they consider theirservices pledged to the Church 
for life, and that it is irregular for anv one to quit 
his post, without the approbation of a majority 
of his brethren; and that on bis tetern to bis na- 
tive land, he should be able to assign reasons 
satisfactory tothe Board, and to We Christian 





the more distant villages. The inhabitants have 


public. 
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Translations. 

Various passages have been translated since 
our last geveral meeting some of which have been 
printed, as the decalogue, the Lord’s prayer, 
the 100th psalin, the story of the good Samari- 
tan, and other short detached portions of Scrip. 
nure. 

Separate translations of the Gospel of Matthew 
have been made “by Messrs. Thurston, Bishop. 
aod Ely, at Hawaii, by Mr. Richards, at Mani, 
by Mr. Bingham, at Oahu, and by Mr. Whitney 
at Tavai. From these we have resolved to pre 
pare with all possible despatch, a copy for the 
press. 

The report describes a division of labour agreed 
upon at the meeting, by which, with the smiles otf 
Heaven, a considerable portion of the sacred writ- 
ings will, at no distant period, be rendered into the 
native langnage. 

Printing. 

Since our last general meeting in June 1825, 
our Spelling-book which is in the form of a small 
Tract, has been revised, and 22,000 copies print- 
ed since its revision; making the whole number 
ef that littl Tract, or first book for 
73,000 copies. Of the Tract No. 2, 7,000 copies 
have been printed within the same period. OF 
No. 38, original compositions of the chiefs, 3,000 
copies. Of the good Samaritan, 500 copies.— 
Also a new edition of hymus, of 10,000 copies. 
The whole number of copies printed since our 
meeting in June 1325, is 74,000. ; 

Preaching. 

It is with thanksgiving to God we declare, that 
wherever the Gospel is proclaimed among the 
people, listening crowds attend with apparent in- 
terest and becoming seriousness; and we cannot 
but hope, that some among them truly relist the 
sincere milk of the word, and by the aid of the 
Spirit are made to grow thereby. 

Schools and Native Teachers. 

Thomas Hopu, John Honorii, Richard Karai- 
aulu, Stephen Pupuhi, Robert Kaia, Taua, Ka- 
kikona, Petero Kaomi, Bartimea Lalani, and a 
considerable number of others, have been em- 
ployed to conduct conference and prayer-meet- 
ings among the people at different places, and 
have, it is believed, been useful in that, as well 
as in teaching or superintending schools at the 
different stations. 

Schools have been established in every district 
throughoutthe whole group of islands, and so 
rapid has been the increase of the number of 
schools, and of learners, that we have not been 
able to keep an exact register of themall. From 
what have been registered, and from the number 
of the books distributed where a register has 
not yet been made, we estimate the present num 
ber belonging to the schools at alout 25,000 
For the instruction of those not less than 400 
native teachers are empioyed, who, being able 
to read and write themselves, and apparently wel! 
disposed, are thought to be in no small degree 
useful to those under their charge. 

Probably not less than one hundred others, who 
call themselves teachers, but ill deserve the name, 
have without consulting us been employed by 
petty chiefs or land-holders to teach their people. 
Their places, however, will, we hope, be suppli- 


Latest from the Eastern Mission. 


our schools,: 





ed as soon as competent teachers can be found for 
the purpose. 

In reference to the principles of intercourse with 
the Chiefs, the Missionaries resolve to abstain 
from interference with the political and party con- 
cerns of the nation. They determine to preach 
with clearness, the grand requisitions of Chris- 
tianity, however opposed these imay be to the 
former customs of the people. They resolve, 
in meeknets, to avoid personal controversy with 
opposers; but in case of attack, to vindicate the 
truth,—to support each other against false ac- 
cusations, and to communicate satisfactory infor- 
mation in all things pertaining to the Mission. 

As Mr. Bingham has been for a considerable 
time, the only ordained missonary residing stated- 
ly at Honorurn, where foreign visitants chiefly 
resort, he has been the principal object of con- 
tumely. His brethren, therefore, adopted the fol- 
lowing resolution :— 

That we deem the enmity, insults, oppositions, 
and violence recently exercised towards Mr. Bing- 
ham, as originating from enmity to our Common 
cause, and, therefore, directed towards all our 
number, and with great pleasure tender him our 
syinpathies and plecge ouselves to defend him to 
the greatest extent of our ability from so un- 
grounded an abuse. 


Proposal for a Superintendent of Schools. 

At all the stations, there is a desire manifested, 
by most of the chiefs, and many of the people, 
to have more missionaries among them, and to 
receive more attention and instruction, than it is in 
our power to give. The whole field seems at 
present to be open and inviting, and many faithful 
labourers miglit, it is believed, engage in it with 
great advantage to the cause, and great satisfac- 
tion to the rulers. 

If, with others. one man could be sent, who is 
thoroughly versed in the system of Be!l and Lan- 
caster, and able to establish it more fully and ex- 
tensively throughout our numerous native schools, 
than it is at present, it would be a great advaniage 
tothis people. Let him be well versed i» that 
method of instruction, and imbued with the spir- 
it of missions, and willing to devote his life to that 
business; let him be desirous of teaching an acad- 
emmy for the younger class of chiefs, and the most 
promising youths, to superintend a large school 
for the training of monitors, and occasionally to 
travel throngh the islands to inspect and to estab- 
lish other schools; and we should tegard his arri- 
val here as an event highly encouraging to our 
hearts, and truly auspicious to the nation.—.VMiss. 


Herald for April. 
LATEST FROM THE EASTERN MISSIONS. 


Just as the last shect of this number was going to 
press, notice was received at the Missionary Rooins 
of the arrival of the Rev. Cyrus Stone and Rev. 
David O, Allen, with their wives, and Miss Cynthia 
Farrar. at Calcutta, on the 21st of September, after 
a passage of 108 days. They met with a very cordi- 
al reception from friends of missions of different de- 
nominations in that city. Mr. Allen and his wife em- 
barked for Bombay in the latter part of October. 
Mr. and Mrs. Stone and Miss Farrar were about em- 
barking for the same place, when Mr. Stone wrote, 
at the close of the following month: they had been 
detained by the illness of Mrs. Stone. Their health 
and prospects were then good, and they had heard 





from their brethren at Bombay as late as Oc- 
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tober 22d, and their brethren in Ceylon as late as 
September 27th. Both of the Missionaries were 
blessed with general health, and the latter was fa- 
youred with encouraging intimations of another effu- 
sion of the Spirit. —Miss. Herald. 


* INTERESTING NEWS PROM BURMAH. 


Extract of a letter from Mrs. B. to her brother in this 
City, [Hartford] dated Salem April 18, 1828. 

* This morning we had the happiness to procure a 
Jarge parcel from India by an arrival from Boston, 
and our hearts were refreshed by the intelligence, 
that our beloved Missionaries in Burmah were most 
of them in very comfortable health, Dr Price except- 
ed; he is suffering with a pulmonary complaint, but 
we hope not fixed. Dr. Judson, Mr. Wade, and 
Boardman, with thcir companions, are all at Maulo- 
mieng, and the Burmaas visit them in great numbers 
at their house; and their congregation for worship, 
is from 12 to 20. Mrs. Wade has a school of 20 girls, 
and Mrs. Boardman expected to be engaged soon in 
teaching the poor little heathen girls. She writes 
with deep feeling, ‘‘ Believe me, (she says) my dear 
friead, I never was so happy in my life.’ Her ar- 
dent desire is now granted. She has arrived with 
the people for whom she wishes to toil, and for whose 
spiritual welfare she appears not only willing, but 
cheerfully makes any sacrifice necessary. Dr. J. 
mentions that the Burman teacher they sent out, is 
instructing his countrymen with energy and success. 
But my time will not admit of copious extracts; and 
as they will soon appear in print, | forbear to enlarge, 
for as I have not the journal, and have heard it read 
but once, | cannot do it justice. There are touching 
sentences of the power and grace of God, in suppor- 
ting another of the female Burman Christians, in her 
exit from earth to heaven; for I thought, when I 
heard her remarks,—surely dying to her was but go- 
ing home. O may my latter end be like hers.” 


~ RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCER. | 
NEW-HAVEN, Apri 19, 1828. 








THE SABBATH. 

It has been remarked by every reader, doubtless, 
that a spirit of reformation is awakened around us with 
regard to the profanation of the holy Sabbath. Chris 
tians and philanthropists have aroused themselves 
throughout our land, with an energy that cannot be 
too much applauded, in putting down the monster 


(intemperance) that has so long eaten up the sinews 
of our strength: and other great schemes for crush- 
ing vice, and upholding purity of morals and man- 
ners, have received in their turn the attention ‘of good 
men. By this time, then, it is in turn, that that holy 
institution, which is of the very elements and essence 
of good order, the corner-stone of our ciril, as well 
as religious well-being, should merit the care of Chris- 
tians. 
week for holy time,—(this is as true a civil as religious 
maxim) deny the a Sabbath to the 
Lord thy God,” or suffer it to get 


Once destroy this setting apart one day in the 
seventh ‘ for 
generally into dis- 
repute, and you might as well anuihilate your chari- 
tes and your societies, all, all your machinery of 
“peace on earth and good will towards men.”’ Break 
up this regular recurring season of sweet communaion 
with our God, of secret and social examination of our- 
selves, and you reduce the moral world to a chaos 
like that of the natural one when the earth was with- 
out form and void---except that the Spirit of God 
¥ould not move upon the face of its waters. 


Tateresting News from Burmah.—The Sabbath.—Mission to Liberia. 
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We noticed some time since the proceedings at Al- 
bany, and to the West of Albany, for preventing the 
profanation of the Sabbath upon the Canal and by 
stages. And observe again with pleasure, that the 
new line of stages from Erie to Albany, advertise 
their intention to commence running on the 2d of June 
next. 

A proposition fér a National Society for the observ- 
ance of the Sabbath, it may be remembered, was ag- 
itated, a year or two since in our public journals—it 
is now, we see, again renewed, and approved by ma- 
ny Christians, concurrently in several places. A 
County Convention was held in Hartford, last week, 
to consult measures for a more perfect observance of 
the day-—its result will be found at page 750 of this 
paper. Ought not the citizens of New-Haven to con 
cur with these important movements ? 


MISSIONARY TO LIBERIA. 


The Rev. G. Erskine, a coloured preacher of the 
Presbytery of Union in East Tennessee, has been ac- 
cepted by the American Board as a missionary to Li- 
beria. Mr, Erskine is now under the patronage of the 
Board, and will continue for several months to visit 
different parts of the country for the purpose of ad- 
dressing free people of color on the subject of emi- 
gration to Liberia. We notice his having been pres- 
ent, and taking part in the last monthly concert in 
Boston. He is about to sail for Africa with his fami- 
ly, in August or September next. 

The free colored inhabitants of our land need notl- 
ing more, one would think, than a simple statement 
of the prosperity of the establishment at Liberia, to 
induce them to embrace an offer which promises 
them the privileges of a citizenship which they can 
never expect to find here. To be admitted to a com- 
munity of their fellows, where they shall no longer be 
borne down by prejudice in every laudable effort to 
acquire character, property, or influence, is certainly 
a privilege which freemen bave never been slow in 
embracing. The experiment has amply proved that 
a moderate degree of honest industry, and sobriety 
does secure to the Emigrants to Liberia not only a 
competence, but an abundance of the good things ot 
life: and that greal exertions and distinguished mer- 
it, as they do in every country, carry along with them 
influence and distinction. If selfish motives were not 
at hand, however, we should think, that love of coun- 
try would be sufficient to secure friends to the Colony. 
The importance of this experiment to the redemption 
of darkened, degraded Africa,—injured and insulted 
Africa--is the consideration which should oecupy ou 
minds. And to her scattered and estranged sons, we 
should think that it would be an all-stirring, and re- 


viving thought. 


The convicts in the New State Prison at Wethers- 
field, have made a donation of S25 63 to the Connec- 
ticut Bible Society. 


The Treasurer of the American Board, received 
during the month ending March 20, $4,479 62—Leg 


acies, 8515 00. 



























































Revivals of 3 F ateligion. 


































































Extract from a Letter to the Editor of the Con- 
necticut Observer, from Andover Theological Semi- 
nary, dated March 29, 1828. 


“‘ The revival in Lowell, in this vicinity, of which 
you have doubtless heard, goes on with i increasing in- 
terest and power. I was in the place yesterday. On 
the evening previous, attended two meetings, both of 
which were more than interesting. There is no noise. 
It is evidently the still small voice speaking to the 
heart. Christians feel rigit, and consequently act 
right. Their feelings are not like the brook which 
comes bubbling down from the mountain, and disap- 
pears as soon as the shower is past, but like the living 
stream which steals silently through the meadow, 
clothing its banks with richness and beauty. 

“In Francestown, N. H. God is reviving his work. 
A letter just received, states, that there are about 50 
who are rejoicing in hope. May the fruit be equal to 
the number of blossoms. Also about 100 attended 
the inquiry meeting. This town has been a thirsty 


freshing shower of divine grace to descend upon it.”’ 


INTERESTING FROM MASSACHUSETTS. 


A letter to the Editors of the New-York Observer. 
from a gentleman in Berkshire C. aunty, Mass. dated 
4th inst. savs, ‘‘ There is nothing partic ularly inter- 
esting in our Zion; but in the adjoining County of 
F ranklio, six or seven towns are experiencing a re- 
fresbing from the presence of the Lord. In C onway, 
where | spent the last Sabbath, the work is very an- 
jmating. At first it was confined almost exclusive ly 
to heads of families. Some of the converts had 


is now spreading among all classes. In Ashfield 


revivel among a School of Young Ladies. The whole | 
number in the School was 45. About five weeks 
since, the lnstructress told me that a solemnity rested 
on the minds of all, and that there was one instance of 
hopeful conversion. A week ago, when the Schoo! 
closed, erery member except five (and previous to the 
revival the number of professors was smal!,) were 
hopeful subjects of grace, and these five were deeply 
anzious. Truly God is sovereign in the dispensations 
of his mercy; for as yet there has not been an in- 
stance uf conversion in the society where the Institu- 
tion is located.” 


HILLSBOROUGH, N. H. 


A gentleman of this city, says the Boston Recorder, 
has put letters into our hands from the Rev. J. Law- 
ton, of Hillsborough, from whieh we are permitted 
to gather the following facts. 

It appears that a work of divine grace commenced 
in that place last autumn. Jan. 18th, he writes: 
We have crowded conferences in different parts of 
the town almost every week; and two inqniry meet- 
ings, three miles apart. That in the centre of the 
town is attended by abont 40. and the other by about 
30 inquirers. | should think there are as many as 
40, who in the judgment of charity have passed from 
death unto life. New instances of awakening come 
to our knowledge almost every day. When 
we consider how good the Lord is in this merciful vis- 
itation, when the professedly wise have so long indul- 
ged their slumbers with the foolish, we have great 
cause to be humble and adore.” 

Feb. 2h he writes: “‘ The work of God's grace 
is nereasing, and becoming more interesting every 
day. Twenty-nine now stand propounded, to be ad- 








place, and some have long been praying for a re- | 





| 
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there has been for a few weeks past, a very cheering | 
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ded next Lord’s day. Perhaps 48 more have a hope 
and as many more anxiously inquiring. Some »; 
the most hardened have been arrested. .Mr.—~ 
has become a sober, pious Christian. He was 
great drunkard, and the worst man when druok that 
lever saw. You will rejoice to hear that 
has again turned tethe Lord. Not long since hi; 
grandmother told me with tears of joy, that her 
grand-son came into her room a little before bed time 
on Sabbath evening and asked her to go into the oth. 
er room. She was surprized, and inquired what 
wasthe matter. ‘‘ Nothing,’ said he, ‘ but that I am 
about to undertake what I have for some time been 
impressed with as my duty.”” She followed him, and 
found all the family in tears. He read the Bible, and 
prayed in the family ; his grandmother, mother, wife, 
sisters and brothers being present. Thus a 
family altar is again erected, which was in ruins be. 
fore was born. His wife has a hope, hij 
mother is propounded to the church, and his siste: 
has attended the inquiry meeting.” 

March 30th. “ The good work is still progressing ; 
not quite so powerful, but more general than when | 
wrote before. Ninety attended my inquiry meeting: 
last week. New cases of conviction and conversion 
occur every week, and almostevery day.” 











In Welles, Me.—The Rev. Mr. Greenleaf writes to 
one of the editors of the Recorder: “ You will be 
pleased to hear that the revival of religion’so happily 


| commenced in this place nearly 18 months ago is sti), 


as we aemere, in progress. We have admitted to the 
church 72 persons since last May,—nearly 20 more 
are thought to have religion, and several under seri. 
ous concern.” 


In Georgia.—A letter to the editors, froma gentle- 


been scofters, and in one instance an in ifiedel hase | man in Augusta, Geo. says, ‘A happy change is ta- 
rected an altar to the living God. The reformation | 


) king place in the moral and religious character of this 
State. Within the past year there have been a num- 

ber of interesting revivals. Upwards of 60 member: 

have been added to the Presbyterian church i in An 
gusta,—though itis a cold time with us now. 

Y. Obs. 


In Ohio—The Hon. D. Hudson, of the town o: 
Hiudson, Portage County, Ohio, writes to his frie 
in Albany: “I am truly happy to state that God 
his infinite goodness has been pleased to visit severa 
towns in this part of the country with the gracious 
influences of his spirit, especially in Tallmadce 
Franklin, Strongsville, in some measure in Twins 
burg .aodin a very remarkable manner in Hudso: 
The work has extended into every part of the towns 
and in some neighborhoods, very few individuals ha‘ 
been left who were not hopefully converted.’’—./ 


| Chr. Reg. 


From the Spirit of the Pilgrim: 
THOUGHTS ON REVIVALS OF§RELIGiO% 


It is a matrer of no small importance that youn: 
Christians should understand earls the nature a 
evidences of true religion. Like children, t 
receive deep and abiding iinpressions early, whi: 
‘ive a complexion to their character and con 
hrough life. Habitual cheerfulness, without | 
ity, isa source of great personal enjoyment, 2 
vo efficient auxiliary to tenth in the conversion 
men ;as a melancholy temperament is one of t!* 
greatest calamities, and a fruitful occasion of prey 
udice and unbelief. Often the abiding temper* 
ment of the Christian, as cheerful or otherwise, 
determined early, and by the force of circums'a 
ces, over which deliberate attention and judicio 
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instruction exerted but little control. A vast 
amount of suffering may be avoided, and an equal 
amount of enjoyment and vigorons action may be 
secured by just views of Christian character, and 
of its attendant evidences, in the early stages of the 
divine life. 

On no subject, however, are erroneous Opinions 
more common. There is, from some cause a gen 
eral expectation, that religion, at its first com. 
mencement in the soul, will be indicated by a de 

ree and distinctness: of feelitg altogether abow 
what will ordinarily be experienced. It is expect 
ed that some things will pass away, which never 
will pass away ; and that some new things will ap- 
pear, which will never be realized. 

It is important, therefore, that young Christians 
should understand correctly what religion does 
not-do, and what it does accomplish, on finding a 
place in the soul. 

1. Religion accomplishes no change in res 
pect to natural faculties or personal identity. 

Something almost like this is often expected.— 
And wiren a change is experienced, which cometh 
not with observation,gnd whose reality and great 
ness is evinced by silent tranquillity, and humble 
love, and cheerful resignation, and implicit reli 
ance on the Saviour, and a spirit of new obedi 
ence, it was something so different fron what was 
anticipated by the subjects of the change, that 
their very tranquillity alarms them, and the impos 
sibility of exciting fear, makes them afraid. [ 
does not, at first, occur to them, that this is reli- 
gion; for they are the same unworthy creatures 
who trembled and wept. ‘The same intellect, and 
conscience, and hopes, and fears, with all the un 
changed tokeus of identity remain. They resist, 
therefore, these indications of a spiritual life, and 
go in quest of new alarms, as the means of a con- 
version whose characteristics shall correspond 
with their unfounded expectations. 

The enemies of revivals fal) into the same inis- 
take. A late writer adduces, as presumptive evi- 
dence that revivals are not the work of God, the 
fact that the supposed converts seem to be the 
same persons, aflording not the least evidence of 
the creation of any new powers and faculties. But 
the necessiiy of such a change is no where taught 
i the Bible, or ever realized in Christian experi- 
ence. [tis a new creation; but it consists in new 
affections, produced by the influence of truth, and 
of the Holy Spirit. 

2. Religion does not change the natural tem- 
perament. 

Ifa man was ardent before his conversion, he 
will be so afterward; and if he was phlegmatic, 
though religion may add a powerful stimulus, it 
will never make him quick and ardent. The 
characteristic of temperament will remain, modi- 
fied, but not obliterated by religion 

3. No change is accomplished by religion in 
the instincts, passions, and appetites, excepting 
that which is indirect, and which consists in their 
subjugation to the laws of evangelical temperance. 

Nor does that inordinate power of appetite or! 
passion, which is the result of habit, cease of course, 
without watchfulness, self denial, and prayer. Re- 
ligion in the soul is not an instantaneous omnip- 
otence, putting down, in a moment, all insurrec- 
tion in the heart, and suspending, in a moment, 
the bias of every passion which may have become 





inordinate by indulgence. It comes to aid the 
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man enslaved by sin, in regaining lis liberty, but 
not to give it to him without prayer and energetic 
efforts. It is, of course, no evidence that a man is 
not a new creature in Christ Jesus, that his old 
habits are sometimes the occasion of temptation to 
him, as it certainly would be, should he make no 
resistance, and fall again under their aninterrup- 
ted dominion, Faith conquers, but not without a 
conflier, 

4. The commencement of religion does not 
extirpate entively from the soul any one sinful 
passion or affection Which belongs to our common 
depraved nature. 

It impairs the power of every one, but expels 
wholly not one The Canaanite still dwells in the 
land, aud is driven out only by lithe and httle.— 
The power of sin, though impawed, ts stil great, 
A new empire is set up in the soul, but it is in the 
presence of a long established and vigorous oppo- 
sition. To sin a deadly wound is given ; but it is 
give ta a giant, in whom a fearful vitality vet re- 
mains, and who terrifies the victor with frequent- 
lv renewed and powerful onsets. Religion has 
conquered, but it holds its dominion over captives 
impatient of subjection, and ready every moment 
to mutiny and throw off the yoke. I[t is a war 
which the Christian is destined to maintain for 
life, in which there is neither sleep, nor truce, nor 
rest. For though benevolence sways the sceptre, 
selfishess, with evil eye, watches every moment 
to usurp the throne, and gains too often a tempo- 
rary victory. Though humility keeps the door, 
pride besets it also, with sleepless vigilance, to rash 
in at the first unguarded momeut, and finds, alas! 
too many opportunities. These onsets of remain 
ing sin are unanticipated, and greatly alarming to 
the yonng Christian, who sometimes gives up his 
hope entirely, and often, through fear of death, is 
subject to bondage. That very conflict which is 
the result of grace, alarms him, and he is needless 
ly troubled by some of his best evidences. 

5. The commencement of religion in the soul 
does not cause the subject of it to appear to him- 
self to be growing better. 

In the sight of God he has become better, and is 
destined to advance in sanctification, until h- 
shall, at length, be made meet for the inheritance 
of the saints. But the effect of sanctification is 
never the increase of self-complacency, but rather 
of self-nbasement.” Religion includes both a new 
moral sensibility to evil, and a new ilunination to 
disclose its existence. The law of God becomes 
the rule of feeling, and motive, and action ; and 
every approximation to this law im holy feeling, 
serves only to make every relative defect appear 
more plain, and more exceedingly sinful, inso- 
much, that though the real process of the believ- 
er is from strength to strength to holiness, his path 
shining more and more to the perfect day ; the 
real effect on himself is, deeper views of the de- 
ceitfaloess and wickedness of his heart, an increas- 
ing sense of the burden of his sin, deeper humilia- 
tion before God, stronger desires to be delivered 
from sin, more vigorous resistance of it by self-de- 
nial and prayer, and a more grateful sense of the 
goodness of God in sending his son to make atone- 
ment for sin, aud give his people the victory over 
it. 

But when these developements of remaining 
sin begin to be made, they are so unexpected, as 
always, at first, to excite serious alarm: and un- 
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less timely explanation and advice are given, they 
produce a fear which obliterates hope, and pro- 
tracts darkness and despondency, sometimes for 
years, and even through life. There is no subject 
on which misapprehension is productive of so much 
practical evil,—where hope expires, and health 
fails, and nervous disease invades. as on the sub- 
ject of the apparent effects of sanctification. —the 
views and feelings in respect to himself, which re 
ligion produces on entering, and enlightening, and 
purifying the heart of a sinner. 

Instruction should be given constantly on this 
point in the progress of a revival. until all the kap 
PY subjects of grace are made acquaimed with the 
experimental phenomena of sanctification 
the first dawn of hope, till its happy establishment, 
line upon line is needed, to enable the young 
Christian to appreciate as his best evidence a state 
of feeling so contrary to all his anticipations. 
This exposition of the humbling effect of sanc 
tification is needful also to remove a provoking 
prejieice from the minds of worldly men, who, 
invariably almost, apprehend thet their friends and 
neighbors, on becoming Christians, feel as if they 
were now very good, and set themselves up as 
much better than others, and are disposed with 
pharisaical pride, to say, stand by thyself, for [am 


Mistake of Young Christians.—American Bible Society. 


From 


[Arnit. 


and more unto the perfect day, is suddenly ove; 
cast, and all his new born hopes blasted. The 
Christian life is, however, only the alternation oi 
conflict and victory, of hope and fear, of light and 
darkness, The great principle of holiness gains 
strength, on the whole, through every vicissitade ; 
but nothing is more changeable than a Christian’s 
frame. From the state of his health, of the at- 
nosphere, of worldly cares, as well as from bodily 
fatigue, his affections are liable to frequent varia- 
tions ;—as they are, also, from the relative degrees 
of his fidelity in keeping his heart: to which must 
he added, the unavoidable limitation of high emo- 
tion to short seasons, from the utter incapacity of 
the nervous system to endure protracted excite- 
men , without intervals of exhausted sensibility. 
And yet many Christians keep themselves, through 
fear of death, all their lifetime subject to bondage, 
because they cannot al vavs be on the mount. “Oh, 
could we but fee! constantly, as we feel at times, 
we could not doubt. Bat, alas! how transient are 
these delightful fraines; and by what seasons ot 
darkness and stupidity are they followed.” Yes, 
and until we are blest with. spiritual bodies, high 
pleasurable emotions cannot but exhaust feeling, 
and induce insensibility—misnamed stupidity. Let 
voung Christians remember then, that changing 





holier than thou. It cannot be denied that hypo 
crites, who think they are something when thev 


young converts often, if they are prematurely and 
injudiciously thrust forward, to relate their experi 
ence, and pray, and exhort in public meetings, are 
in this manner lifted up of pride to fall into the 
condemnation of the devil. Bat. it is denied most 
strenuously, that it is the religion of the Christian 
which produces his spiritual pride. It is the or 
casion, the innocent oceasion: while that pride 
which is called spiritual, is the same prin: iple 
which, before the reign of grace com-nenced, held 
undivided sway over the soul. Tt is a sin which 
grace has not eradicated, usurping over holiness a 
temporary power. But the real estimate which a 
renewed man forms of himself, instead of being | 
raised by a change in his views and affections, is 
greatly reduced. Uniformly, is our natural state, 
we tuink more highly of ourselves than we onght 
to think ; and begin to think soberly and truly. on- 
ly when relgion has fornished us with the correct | 
standard of comparison, and inspired us with some | 
correct moral sensibilities. Alwavs we take the| 
upper room first ; and never, until Jesus comes, do | 
we begin, with true humility, to go down to our 
proper place. So far is the real Christian from 
saying to his neighbor, Tam holier than thon, that 
he ascribes to himself less excellence, and more | 
moral evil, than unrenewed men in general ar | 
ready to admit as being true in their own case. | 

' 








MISTAKE OF YOUNG CHRISTIANS. 


It is not to be anticipated, as the result of a sav 
ing conversion, that one unvarying state of enjoy- 
ment shall mark the Christian course. 

Phis, however, until experience has corrected 
the mistake, is almsst ever the expectation. But, 
commonly, the first manifesiations of divine things, 
and the first exercises of pure joy are followed by 
darkness. The morning without clouds, which | 
the happy soul thought would surely shine more 


| 
| 





are nothing, are always puffed up with spiritual | 
’ =] . ° e ' 
pride, and that real Christians sometimes, and | 
| 


frames are the condition of our terrestrial exist- 
ence, of our alliance with bodies ; and while they 
dread that stupidity which is the result of inatten- 
tion, forbear to tax themselves with an amount, 


and constancy of feeling, which the very laws of 


our being forbid : and as they do not tremble eve- 
rv time the sun hides his face behind a_ cloud, let 
them not be filled with amazement and fear at 
every fluctua ion of religions affection. Let them 
remember, thet justification is by faith, and not 
by works; and that salvation is of grace, through 
the merit of Christ, and not through the merit o7 
comfortable frames; and that our strength and 
safety are in the immutability of Christ, and not 
in Our own ever varying feelings.—vb. 





AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


Ata regular meeting of the Board of Managers 


| of this institution, held on the afternoon of April 


3, Ricaarp Varick, Esq. was unanimously 
elected President of the Society, in the place of 
the How. John Jay, who resigned in March last, 
on account of his advanced age and bodily infir- 
mities. Col. Varick has acted as presiding Vice 
President ever since the death of General Clark- 
on. Tue Daily Advertiser of this morning, just- 
ly remarks, that the President elect has been a lib- 
eral contributor to the Society’s funds, and to long 
experience in its concerns, he adds great zeal and 
Jevotedness in promoting the important objects 
which it has in view.--.V. Y. Spectator. 


THE BIBLE CAUSE. 


In Virginia.—A new Auxiliary to the Bible 
cause in our state has Jately risen at Ebenezer 
Academy, in Brouswick county, under the name o! 
“the Ebenezer Bible Soclety auxiliary to the UL. 
S. of Virginis.”—This society was formed on wie 


9th alt.— Richmond Vistlor. 


ONONDAGA COUNTY, N. ¥. 
One vear ago the Bible Society of Onondaga 
county 


resolved to supply every destitute family 
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within their bounds, with a copy of the holy scrip 
tures. Ata meeting of the Society held at Man- 
jius, on the 20:h of February last, it appeared that 
the resolution had been effected. “ Fourteen hun- 
dred families,” says our correspondent, “ were 
found destitute, and they have been supplied.” And 
jt was 

“ Resolved, That every child who can read in 
Onondaga county, shall be furnished with a Tes- 
tament of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.”— 
S..S. Visitant. 


—_ — 


SEAMEN. 


Extract from the Sixth Annual Report of the Charles. 
ton Beihel Union. 


Another circumstance which has been a source of 
crief to the friends of seamen, is that they are so sel- 
dom mentioned in the Pravers, either of God’s min- 
isters, or people. Out ofa great variety of instances 
which might be related in illustration of this particu- 
lar, one shall suffice. It was mentioned to the writer 
of this article upon the spot where it occurred. The 
Students of one of the Theological Seminaries, with 
which God has blest our country above any other up- 
on the globe, had been accustomed to visit a neigh- 
boring seaport in their vacation, and among others 
who shared their labors of love, two sailors became 
the hopeful subjects of divine grace. In the ardor of 
their attachment to their spiritual fathers, they made 
a visit to the Seminary. Evening and morning they 
attended worship with the students, and after leaving 
the room, they were overheard, making in substance 
the following remarks:——This is an interesting scene. 
More than a hundred men, all hopefully pious, and 
all going to be Ministers, are constantly meeting here, 
and praying for every thing connected with the sal- 
yation of souls, the glory of God, or the advancement 
of the kingdom of Christ But they did not say 
a Word about seamen—--did not OFFER ONE PETITION 
for those who are probably beset with more tempta- 
tions, surrounded with more dangers, and subjected 
to more privations, than any other portion of the hu- 
man family. All the comment that is necessary, is 
the bare statement, that if seamen could be present in 
all our solemn assemblies, it would soon require vol- 
umes to record the omissions of a similar kind which 
would be forced upon their notice. “My brethren, 
these things ought not so to be.” 


PERILS OF SEAMEN. 


The Supplement to the December number of 
the London Sailors’ Magazine contains an abstract 
of the loss of life recorded in Lloyd’s Shipping 
Lists during the eleven first months of 1827. Of 
eighty-seven vessels included in the abstract, forty 
two went down or otherwise perished, with every 
soul on board. In six other cases, only one man 
survived, In two others, only two men, and in 
another only three. In the remaining thirty-six, 
more or less lives were lost, and not unfrequently 
‘large part of the crew. In one instance the 
Captain and all bis family perished ; in another, 7 
of the crew; in another, 8; in another, 11; ip 
another, 13; in another, 153; in another, 25 pas 
sengers; in another, 50. This last was a Dutch 
Ship, bound to Batavia with troops. 

As mostof the above were large vessels, it is 
indoubtedly alow estimate, to state the whole 
iuinber of lives lost, at 500! And this in the short 
period of eleven months! 

Who that considers these facts, and recollect: 
at great numbers of lives are lost at sea which 








Perils of Seamen.—Sabbath vs. Sunday. 
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Lloyd’s Lists, celebrated as they are, cannot bé 
supposed to include, does not perceive how feeble 
and inefficient are the efforts for the salvation of 
seamen, compared with what duty requires. —V- 
Y. Obs. 


From the Western Recorder 
SABBATH rs. SUNDAY. 


Mr. Envitror—The Lord our God has given us 
a portion of time, to be employed in his service, 
by way of preparation for eternity. That time 
he is pleased to measure out to us by days and 
weeks. Que day inthe week he requires us to 
spend in special acts of devotion ; and to this day 

© has been pleased to give a name, while he has 
left all the other days of the week unameless.— 
That day he calls the Sabbath, or day of rest.— 
This “Sabbath was made for man; but it was 
called the Sabbath, because, on that day, God 
rested, or ceased from the work of creation. 

The new-testament Sabbath, or ‘ Lord’s day,’ 
also, is called a Sabbath, the keeping of a Sab- 
bath, or a rest, (sabbatismos) because “ he (Jesus) 
that is entered into his rest—he, also, hath ceased 
from his own works, as God did from his.” And 
God ceased from his works by instituting a Sab- 
bath, and commanding men to rest on that day. 
See Heb. iv. 9, 10. Gen. ii, 3. Exodus xx, 10, 11, 
—These things shew the propriety of observing 
the first day of the week, as a day of rest, and 
thus commemorating the completion of that work, 
py which he laid the foundation of salvation, or 
hecame “the head stone of the corner.” 

Bu, Sir, why is this day called Sunday ?— 
Whiy is it called Dies Solis, or day of the sun? 
Plainly, forthis reason, it isthe day on which 
some ancient heathens worshipped the sun. Just 
so the secon! day of the week is called Monday 
or Moonday— Dies Luna, or day of the moon. 

As God left the other days of the week name- 
less, Twill not contend about their present appel- 
lations, though all of them have been named af- 
ter heathen Gods.—But when God hath given a 
specific name to the day of rest, and called it the 
Sabbath, in commemoration of hisown work of 
ereation and redemption, is it right for us to lav 
aside that name, and call ut Sunday, im honour of 
an idol? Is it consistent for Christians to do 
this? If not, then ought this error to be speedily 
corrected, 

I was led to these reflections, by perusing the 
last report of “The Western Sunday School Un- 
ion.” It was painful to me toread of a great 
number of Christians, and Christian ministers, 
praying and consulting about Sunday Schools ; 
and thus teaching their children and children’s 
children to call the Sabbath of the Lord by the 
heathen God. For one, | do think 
that the Western Union would do the rising gen- 
eration, the church, and the world, a kindness, 
if in thei: future communications, they would sub- 
stitute the word Sabbath for Sunday. 

To conclude, I wish you to publish this serap, 
or furnish the public with something better: For 
I do feel that the subject is worthy of attention, 
and that the error must be corrected. I know net 
why we may not as well begin the correction now, 
as at any other time—especially since the pres 
is considered an age of tunprovement. 

A Freenp or Sansata Scnoors 
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OBSERVANCE OF THE SABBATH. 


Pursuant to a notice for that purpose, a large and 
very respectable Convention of ministers and laymen 
of different denominations, and from various parts of 
the county, assembled in the North Conference room 
in Hartford, on the Yth inst. to consult on measures to 
prevent the profanation of the Sabbath. Samuel 
Pitkin, Esq. of East-Hartford, was appointed Chair- 
man of the meeting, and Rev. Samuel Spring, of this 
city, Secretary. After a full expression of the views 
and feelings of the Convention, the following resolu- 
tions were unanimously adopted and ordered to be 
published. Krom the respectability of the Conven- 
tion, and the fact that a large part of the members 
were delegates from the churches, it is believed that 
the resolutions give a fair exhibition of the public sen. 
timent, on the various subjects to which they relate: 
And it is confidently expected that the result of these 
resolutions, with others of asimilar character, adopt- 
ed in yarious sections of our country, will be to throw 
a protecting shield around an institution established 
by divine authority, required alike by the bodily, in- 
tellectual, and moral constitution of man, and most 
intimately connected with individual happiness and 
public prosperity. A part of the resolutions, it will 
be seen, require aclion—and it is to be hoped that all 
the friends of religious institutions among us, will 
unite their efiorts in giving an energetic execution 
to the practical measures suggested by the Conven- 
tion. 

Whereas it is the duty of all men to observe the 
Sabbath, according to the Divine command; and 
whereas, such an observance is essential to the erist- 
ence of religion and sound morality in the commumity, 

1. Resotred, That in the opinion of this Convention, 
all persons, who regard the authority of God, or who 
desire the prosperity of religion, and that its influ- 
ence may control the public and private transactions 
of men, are, ai this day, called upon to give their open, 
decided, and uniform countenance to such measures 
as are necessary to arrest the violations of God's 
Holy Day. 

2: Resolved, That we will co-operate with others, 
and with such associations of persons, in this and 
other States, as have been or sha!! be.formed, in pro- 
moting suitable measures for causing a more careful 
observance of the Sabbath. 

3. Resolved, {hat in our opinion, all unnecessary 


Observance of the Sabbath—Ministry of the Gospel. 





labor, and ali travelling on the Sabbath, either for 
business or pleasure, are criminal ; and that we ought 
not to give countenance to those measures which in- | 
vite to, or which must necessarily lead to such con- | 
sequences. 

4. Resolred, That in our opinion, it is the duty of 
all Christian people to discountenance the navigation | 
of Steam and Cana! Boats, the travelling of Stages, | 
and the keeping opew Livery Stables on the Sabbath ; | 
and that we will ourselves, so far as it may be prac- 
ticable, give our patronage to such Boats, Stages, and | 
Livery Stables, as are conducted with a due regard to 
the Lord's day.— Obs. 

CHEROKEE PH(ENIX. 

We were not a little diverted, suvs the Editor, 
in noticing lately, im a paper, to which we are not 
now able to recur, a motion made in the Honse of 
Representatives, by Mr. Wilde, a member from 
Georgia, to take measures to ascertain, what 
white persons have assisied the Cherokees in 
forming the late Constitution; and iuwhat way 
and to what extent, such assistance has been af- 
forded. It is a little surprising that in almost 
every in-tance, wherein the Indians have under- 
taken to imitate their white brethren, and have 
succeeded, ‘to be sure not inz remarkable de- 
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gree,) itis currently noised about, that all is impo- 
sition, as though Indians were incapable of per- 
forming the deeds of their white neighbors.— 
This evidences an extreme prejudice. We cannot 
conceive to ourselves, what benefit Mr. Wilde 
expected to receive in offering such a motion, or 
who are the persons that are suspected of having 
interfered in this affair? We believe that the 
Cherokees are as scrupulous in avoiding such in- 
terference, as Mr. W. if not more so. 

It has been customary of Jate to charge the mis- 
sionaries with the crime of assisting the Indians, 
and unbecomingly interfering in political affairs; 
and as some of these are the only white persons 
(with few exceptions) in this Nation, who are ca- 
pable of affording any substantial assistance, it is 
probable Mr. W. had a distant reference to thein. 
We can, however, assure him, that he need not 
be under any apprehension from this class of our 
population, for the Cherokees will not, by any 
ineans, permit them to have any thing to do with 
their public affairs ; aud we believe that as their 
sole object is to afford religious instruction, the 
societies under which they labor particularly for- 
bid their interference in political matters. We 
kuow this is the case with the Presbyterian Mis- 
sionaries, and we doubt not it is equally true with 
respect to the others ; and as far as our acquain- 
tance exiends, we are prepared, and would not hes- 
itate to express our belief, that they have conform- 
ed to the rules of their Sovieties. They have our 
hearty approbation for what they have done 
amongst us, and we hope those at a distance wil! 
reward them by their kind wishes and sympathies, 
instead of affixing to them the-term of “ mercena- 
ry Missionartes.” They certainly deserve better 
treatment. Perhaps this short article will be con- 
sidered an imposition by such persons as are wout 
to judge at a distance and without evidence, and 
as nothing more than a missionary’s own defence. 

Our object, when we commenced to pen this ar- 
ticle, was to correct the mistake, under which 
some may labor, and to declare once for all, that 
no white man has had any thing to do in framing 
our Constitution, and all the public acts of the Na- 
tion. The Cherokees only are accountable for 
them, and they certainly do not wish to have any 
innocent person implicated wrongfully.—We hope 
this practice of imputing the acts of Indians to 
white wen wiil be done away. 





MINISTRY OF THE GOSPEL. 

The following very just remarks are from the Rev 
Mr. Knowles’s Sermon, in the Baptist Preacher fo: 
March. 

The mmportance of the Christian ministry can- 
not be adequately estimated. Nearly all, who 
have ever been brought from darkness to lighit, 
have been rescued from the power of sin by the 
instrumentality of the ministry. Wherever the 
Gospel has been faithfully preached, it has be- 
come the power of God to some souls ; and where 
it has not thus been preached, there have bee 
few, if any, cases of true conversion. “* How can 
they hear withour a preacher?” How earnestly, 
then, ought we to pray the Lord of the harves', 
to send forth labourers. How pressing is the de- 
mand for additional ministers, in our own denon- 
ination alone. More than one thousand Baptist 
Churches are without settled pastors, Churches 
are multiplying™ by hundseds, every year. The 
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ask for Pastors, and where can they be found ? 
Death removes many of our ministers, every year, 
from their labours on earth. The bereaved 
Churches require other Pastors. How are they 
to be supplied? Missionaries are needed, to 
preach the Gospel in heathen countries, and to 
establish new Churches in our own land. Where 
can they be obtained? These are questions ol 
the utmost moment. Those who are concerned 
in the management of our domestic and foreigu 
missions, and whose situation brings within then 
view the wants of our Churches, deeply and anx 


 jously feel the need of more faithful laborers.— 


Believing, as all true Baptists do, that none can 
rightfully and profitably “ preach unless they be 
sent,” how does it become us to be importunate tn 
our prayers to Him, who can furnish labourers. 
And if we wish these ministers to possess those 
mental qualities and acquirements which expe- 


rience shows are necessary to the highitest useful- 


ness, how ought we to support and pray for “our 
Colleges and Theological Seminaries! Whatan 
inconsistency it isto pray for the merease of mun 
isters, and to require that they should be able to 
instruct and influence other «minds, and at the 
same time to refuse to aid those Seminaries, which 
are established for the express purpose of training 
the minds of ministers for their arduous toils.— 
God, it is said, will qualify his ministers. True ; 
but He will qualify them, by giving them the 
means of instruction. He has, in His providence, 
built Colleges, and established Theological Sem- 
inaries, and distinctly announced His pleasure, 
that they be regarded and cherished by His peo- 
ple, as among these meavs. There ought to be 
no division of opinion on this subject. We ail 
agree that God must call his ministers, and that 
they ought tabe “ well instructed.” Let us, then, 
use the means. Let us pray the Lord to send 
forth labourers, aud let us do what we cau to in- 
struct them. 





SYMPATHY. 


We are made social creatures; it is therefore 
ou duty to take a lively interest in each otier’s 
happiness. Every thing which respects the com- 
fort and prosperity of others, should be to usa 
matter of joy. Nor should we be less ready to 
bear one another's burdens, aud so fulfil the law 
of Christ. “It is a fact,” says Dr. Clarke, “at. 
tested by universal experience, that, by sympa- 
thy, a man may receive into his own affectionate 
eelings, a measure of the distress of his friend, 
and that his friend does fiod himself relieved in 
ve same proportion as the other has entered in- 
to his grief.” Sympathy is one of the most pleas- 
ing, yet painful emotions, of an intelligent and 
eeling mind. Human nature never appears 
more elevated than when stooping with the ten- 
terest feelings to bear the soirows of a fellow suf- 
rer. We never feel the importance of human 
avguage more than when we attempt to portray 
‘he soul under the influence of this most delicate 
and noble quality of our nature. Sympathy has 
tlanguage of its own—it speaks to the heart—i: 
's tender—i is irrcsistible. Mild as the moon- 
vam—penetrating as the electric fluid, and 
cheering as the breath of heaven. How chee:- 
*s and gloomy is the bosom where it enters 
%! Who could wish human life prolonged if 
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shut out from a share in the sympathies of their 
fellow beings! It has a magic charm to extract 
the sting of human wo. When savetified by the 
spirit of piety, it refines the affection of the heart, 
soothes the turmoil of anguish, dries the tear on 
sorrow’s cheek, brightens the countenance, aud 
kindles in the soul the purest gratitude, love, and 
devotion. 


FEN DIRECTIONS FOR FAMILY PRAYER. 


BY RICHARD BAXTER. 


Direction 1. Let it be done rather by the master 
of the family himself, than by any other , if he be com 
pelently able, though others be more able. But if he 
be utterly unfit, let it rather be done by another than 
not atall, and by such a one as is most acceptable to 
the rest of the family, and like to do most good. 

2. Let prayer be suited to the case of those who 
join in it, and to the condition of the family ; and not 
afew general words spoken by rote, that serve all 
times and persons alike. 

3. Letit neither be so short as to end before their 
hearts can be warm, and their wants expressed, (as it 
you had an unwilling task to hurry over, and would 
fain have done,) nor yet so telious as to make it an 
ungrateful burden to the family. 

4. Let not the coldness and dulness of the speaker 
rock the family to sleep, but keep awake your own 
heart, that you may keep the rest awake, and force 
them to attention. 

5. Pray at such hours as the family may be least 
distracted, sleepy, tired, or out of the way. : 

6. Let other duties concur, as often as may be, to 
assist in prayer; as reading the Seriptures, and sing- 
ing of psalms or hymns. 

7. Doall with the greatest reverence to God that 
you possibly can: not seeming reverence, but real ; 
that so more of God than of man may appear in eve- 
ry word you speak. 

8. The more the hearers are concerned in it, the 
more regard you must have to the fituess of your ex- 
pressions; for, before others, words must be regard- 
ed, lest they be scandalized, and God and prayer be 
dishonored. And if you cannot do it competently 
without, use a well composed form of prayer. : 

9. Let not family prayer be used at the time of 
public prayer in the church, nor preferred before it; 
but prefer public prayer, though the manner were 
more imperfect than your own 

10. Teach your children and servants how to pray 
themselves, that they may not be prayerless when 
they come among those who cannot pray. John and 
Christ taught their disciples to pray 





Obituary. 
DIED—At Lyme, Rev. Join R. St. John aged 46. 
At Stonington, Mrs. Esther Denison, wife of Mr 

John Denison, aged 55. 

At Derby, Mrs. Elizabeth Parot, aged 86. 

At Middietown, Miss Sarah Aon Sage, aged 2! 

At Goshen, Mr. Noah Humphrey, aged 51. 

At Worcester, Mass. on the 28th ult. Mrs. Marrua 

Lincous relict of the late Hon. Levi Lincoln, aged 

66. It is a circumstance worthy of note, that she 

was followed to the grave by two sons, who are now 

Governors of the States of Massachusetts and Maine, 

and by another son and son in law, who are Senators 

of Massachusetts, and a brother who has held the 
same station. Her husband was formely Attorney 


General of the United States, and afterwards Lieut. 
Governor and acting Chief Magistrate of Massachu- 
setts. 





At Clintonville, on the 2d inst. George, son of Mr 
Salmon W. Graves, aged 12 
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Poetry. 
TIME’S SONG. 


O'rr the level plain where mountains 
Greet me as I go, 

O'er the desert waste where fountains 
At my bidding flow, 

On the boundless beam by day, 
On the cloud by night, 

I am rushing hence away ! 
Who will chain my flight? 


War his weary watch was keeping ; 
‘TL have crush’d his spear; 

Grief within her bower was weeping ; 
I have dried her tear; 

Pleasure caught a minute's hold— 
Then I hurried by, 

Leaving all her banquet cold 
And her goblet dry. 


Power had won a throne of glory — 
Where is now his fame ? 

Genius said—* | live in story ;” 
Who hath heard his name ? 

Love, beneath a myrtle bough, 
Whisper’d—“ Why so fast?” 

And the roses on his brow 
Wither'd as I pass’d. 


I have heard the heifer lowing 
O’er the wild wave’s bed, 

} have seen the billow flowing 
Where the cattle fed ; 

Where began my wanderings ? 
Memory will not say ; 

Where will rest my weary wings? 
Science turns away. 








ALWAYS TOO LATE. 


There is a portion of mankind who are always, ei- 
ther naturally or habitually, behind-hand. This 
trait of their character is easily discovered in every 
thing that relates to their conduct and pursuits in 
life. Such a man goes too late to bed, and as a ne- 
cessary consequence gets up too late in the morning. 
Being out of bed too late, he is too late at breakfast, 
and this deranges the affairs of his household all the 
forenoon. Having been behind-hand at breakfast, he 
of course is behind-hand at dinner, and lastly at sup- 
per. If he makes an appointment, he never gets to 
the place in season; and if he is to meet a board of 
directors, or a committee, or any public body what- 
ever, he is always twenty minutes or half an hour too 
late. and upon being reminded that he has obliged 
his associates to wait, and thereby to waste their time, 
he charges his delay to his watch, which, like its 
owner, is almost invariably at Jeast a quarter of an 
hour too slow. Ifhe has made arrangements to leave 
town in a stage, e«pecially ifit isan earlystage, he com- 
monly forces the carriage to wait for some time, or. 
what is not very uncommon, is left behind. If he in- 
tends to take his departure in a steam-boat, you will 
meet him *wo streets off as the last bell tells, and after 
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f running down to the wharf till he is out of breath, he 
finds the boat hauled off, and if he gets aboard at all, 
it is by the long-boat, and often at the hazard of his 
life. If he is an attendant upon public worship, he 
never reaches the church until after the services have 
commenced, and greatly disturbs the congregation by 
entering in the midst of their devotional exercises. 

In short, such men labor, and toil, and dradge on 
through life, just as uniform and regular in their con. 
cerns half an hour too late, as punctual people are in 
season. If such persons could, by some great exer. 
tion, redeem that half hour, and set their watches righ:, 
they might go on with the same ease they do now, 
and always be in season.—.V. Y. Adv. 


! Palpable Hit.—At a meeting of a Bible Association 
in the North of England, a clergyman assigned as his 
reason for supporting the Bible Society, his belief 
that it was not endangering the church ; “for ” said 
he, ‘‘ If I thought it dangerous to the church, I would 
not support it a moment longer.”’ A Quaker, present, 
rose to second the motion which the Clergyman had 
thus put, and said, ‘“* Lam a Quaker, and if I thought 
that the Bible Society would endanger Quakerism, wh, 
then I would not be a Quaker ong moment longer.” — 
London pa. 


ANECDOTE. 


To show that the weak performance of prayer is 
better than none at all, an old author tells the follow- 
ing story of an “ignorant papist dwelling in Spain." 

“He perceived a necessity of his own private 
prayers to God, besides the Pater nosters, ave Marias, 
&c , used in the Romish church. But so simple was 





| the alphabet. 


he, that how to pray he knew not; only every morn- 
ing, humbly bending his knees, and lifting up his eyes 
and hands to heaven, he would deliberately repeat 
* And now,’ said he, ‘O good God_ put 
these letters together to spell syllables, to spell words, 
to make such sense, as may be most to thy glory and 
my good.’ And so [says the old writer] let us do 
too: if we cannot pray as we would, or as we ought, 
let us fall to this poor man’s alphabet.” 











CONFERENCE OF THE CHURCHES. 


The Conference of Delegates, from the Churches 
will meet in this City on Wednesday and Thursday 
of next week on a visit to the church, under the pas- 
toral care of the Rev. Mr. Bacon. Delegates will cal! 
at Mrs. Bueks, in Chapel-Street, for directions. 


EMPLOY MENT. 
Two or three Agents, who are qualified to obtaiu 
Subscribers for books or religious publications, are 





Lelters received at the Office of the Religious Intellige* 
cer, during the week ending April 16th, 1828. 

L. Hazettine; Lucius W. Leffingwell; Andrew B 

Cobb; Noah Cooley; Edmund C. Peet; Mary ‘ 

Meach ; Livingston H. Smith ; Peter B. Bealls ; Tiw 
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